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Important Information 
CAT Day 
Year R CAT Day is held on a Friday, once a fortnight. The dates for this term are: 
25th January, 8th February, 1st March, 15th March and the 29th March. On this 
day, the children should come to school wearing clothing that is suitable for messy 
activities in art, and physical activities in Drama. 
  
Book Bags 
Please remind your child to bring their book bag to school every day. Within their 
book bag they should have their coloured reading book, book corner reading book, 
yellow reading record book and any work relating to their interests or homework 
for the week. If your child does not have a book bag they are available to purchase 
in the school office for £4.50-£5.50. 
  
Homework 
In Reception we expect the children to work with their parents/ carers to continue 
to develop learning at home as well as in school. You can support your child at 
home by: 
 looking at the pictures in their reading book to create a story. 
 encouraging them to read their reading book each day to an adult or older 
sibling. We ask that you sign the child’s reading record book each week and where 
possible, make a comment about their reading. 
supporting your child with their weekly homework. Each child will have suggestions 
for learning at home on a sticky label in their yellow reading journal . They can 
bring in work that relates to this or independent work based on their interests. They 
may also be asked to complete some work that is personal to the child in order to 
develop a particular skill. Their homework will come home every Friday and need to 
be returned by the following Thursday. 
 

We view homework as a positive opportunity to practise key knowledge and skills 
that are necessary for good progress. Whilst your child will not be punished for not 
returning their homework, they will be verbally praised and acknowledged for at-
tempting it.  They also take great pride in sharing their interests with their class-
mates and will often be used to develop the provision and activities in the Reception 
Learning areas.  Please speak to your child’s class teacher if you feel the homework 
suggested is not accessible for your child. 
 
If you require any further information, please speak to your child’s class teacher or 
to the Reception Lead , Mrs Ravi. 



Personal, Social & Emotional Development 
 

Making Relationships, Self Confidence and 
Self Awareness & Managing Feelings and 

Behaviour 
This term we are supporting the children in: playing 
cooperatively, taking turns with others and taking 
into account the ideas of others to organise an ac-
tivity. They will have opportunities to try new activi-
ties and explain why they like some activities more 
than others. 
Ideas for supporting your child at home: 
Encourage your child to play a new game that they 
can teach to a friend. 

 Offer alternative views to their ideas and 
aid them in accepting your ideas or problem 

Physical Development 
Moving and Handling, Health and Self Care 

Through Physical Development children will develop their fine motor 
skills such as holding a pencil, using plastic tweezers, handling tools, 
construction and malleable materials safely and with control. Children 
will learn how to get undressed and dressed for Forest School and 
observe the effect of exercise on their bodies.  They will develop an 
understanding of basic hygiene and healthy foods. The children will 
learn about how to keep safe and follow rules both in the school and 
when we visit the local park. The children access the outside area and 
are learning how to move freely with pleasure in a variety of ways. 
This will help with control, coordination and skills in rolling, crawling, 
hopping, going over, under and through obstacles.   
Ideas for supporting your child at home: 

 Give your child pens, pencils or crayons and let them explore! 
 Have a race with your child using tweezers to pick up objects 
to put into a pot! 
 Encourage independent eating at home 
 Help your child become independent in putting on their coat 
and shoes. Speak to them about the order of how to do this and 
let them build up their perseverance to keep trying. 
 Talk about ways to keep safe and set them challenges by us-
ing scissors or moving around areas they should not access. 

Communication & Language Development 
Attention, Understanding & Speaking 

Through Communication and Language we will enjoy exploring a 
range of books to find out how things work as well as how animals 
and plants grow. We will encourage ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions in 
response to stories and your child’s own experiences as well as those 
of others. Our weekly activities will encourage children to listen atten-
tively and to share their opinions with others. We will also develop 
the children’s confidence in speaking to a range of audiences. 
As part of Forest school we will look at following a set of instruc-
tions.   
Ideas for supporting your child at home: 

 Use their reading books to ask questions and talk about 
what might happen next, before you turn the page. 
 Model asking questions to find out and explore 
 Encourage them to listen and respond to instructions and 
questions, e.g., may you pass me a fork please? Please put your 
coat on. Please put your books in your book bag. What did you 
do today at school? 

Prime areas for learning 

Literacy 
Reading 
Children will recognise letters in print and start to blend 
words to read. They will begin to recognise familiar 
words and take pleasure choosing books to read. 
Writing 
Children will be confident at making marks with mean-
ing. They will form recognisable letters and being to 
break the flow of speech into words (writing sentences 
with some letters or words missing). 
Literacy also encompasses our daily Read Write phon-
ics program. Children will be learning to read speed 
sounds, how to segment and blend words. The children 
will be attempting to write individual letters, words and 
labels. 
Ideas for supporting your child at home: 
 Both read to your child and listen to them share 
their reading book with you. 
 Hide words on post it notes around the house. 
 Encourage your child to write lists, drawing to 
show a story or other notes based on their interests. 
They can then  read back what they have written or 
share it with the class. 
 Give your child lots of opportunities to practise 
holding objects to support pencil grip. This could be 
painting, using tweezers, using their fingers to push 
buttons or posting objects through small gaps. 

Expressive Arts and Design 
Exploring and using Media and Materials & 

Being Imaginative 
The children will be encouraged to express their feelings through songs, 

making music and using a range of materials to create collages. They will 
learn to develop their imagination and begin to act out roles in the role 
play areas, in class and during small world play. The children will also 
have access music, dance and costumes as they will be learning to use 
their bodies to respond to what they hear, see, smell, touch and feel. 

Ideas for supporting your child at home: 
 Stick and paint recycled materials to make models e.g. rockets, 
aliens, animals. 
 Sing songs with your child. 

Mathematics 
  Number 

Mathematics will introduce early number skills. In class we are currently 
enjoying a wide range of counting games, rhymes and activities. The children 
will develop mathematical language such as more, less, the same as, greater, 
heavier, smaller etc. They will also use Number Blocks to learn how to recog-
nise, form and order numbers up to 10 and will use numbers in their play. 
Shape, Space and Measures 
The children will be exploring simple 2D shapes in their environment. They 
will also be using language such as round, corner, points and faces to de-
scribe shapes and experiment how these can be used or sorted. 
 
Ideas for supporting your child at home: 
 Count different objects e.g. when laying the table counting the correct 
number of plates to put out etc. Vary the size, shape and direction of the 
objects to challenge how they count. 
 Play board games that involve using counters, dice and moving spaces. 
 Talk to them about their learning at school and ask them to teach you 
what they can do. 
 Go on a shape hunt in the garden or in the house, looking for shapes in 
real life objects and talk about them. 

Specific areas for learning 

Understanding the World 
People and Communities, The World & Technology 

 
Children will be noticing patterns and change over time. They will make obser-
vations and know that humans have an impact on the environment. They will 
also be exploring technology and selecting these for a range of purposes. 
Ideas for supporting your child at home: 

 Walk in the local park and discuss changes in the seasons. 
 Look through family photo albums and talk about past events and 
the changes of humans. 
 Support them in using ICT equipment and talk about what particular 
ICT equipment is used for e.g. taking photos on a phone or camera, using 
a CD player or using a TV remote. 


