
Ensuring every individual achieves their best through high expectations for all;

with a focus on confidence, creativity, care and aspiration.
19th March 2021

Need to Know

Mrs Ttoffali’s Weekly Update

Dear all,

Thank you for your generosity today for

our ‘Wear Something Funny for Money’

on Red Nose Day. Your children looked

amazing and hopefully they have had a fun day, telling

jokes and making each other smile yet all the while

learning. Unfortunately I had no time to get ready this

morning; I even left my rollers in! Most children did

laugh when they saw me but backed it up with some

really lovely compliments too - we really are blessed to

have such a fabulous group of young people to work

with. If children are the future, in my opinion, the

future’s in safe hands.

There are not many covid updates this week other

than to say that we cannot wait to welcome back

Marco Polo and Pasteur classes on Monday. I have

read today that the Government is pausing the

shielding guidance from 1/4/21 which means that all

members of staff, should they be well, will be back in

school after the Easter Holidays - it will be so great to

physically be together again.

Please see the Covid 19 update from the Mayor of

Newham.

For your information, the gazebo at the front entrance

on Mathews Park Avenue is where essential school

visitors will carry out a lateral flow test before entering

the building - please remind your children not to touch

or go inside. We continue to do everything we can to

keep your children and ourselves safe. Thank you for

following our new ruling re wearing a mask and for

continuing to keep your distance in the playground. As

you will see from rising numbers in other countries,

this is not the time to take risks.

Please be advised that we will be doing everything we

can to ensure that your children’s learning is on track

with age expectation but please also be advised that

we will not be talking about ‘catch up’ or ‘falling

behind’ with them. If they have missed things, we will

fill gaps; if they need to be taught something, we will

teach it but we will not be communicating this to the

children in a way that induces stress. If children are

made to feel that they must ‘catch up’, they will start

from a position of feeling stressed that they are

behind. They are not ‘behind’, they are simply where

they are and next term and beyond we will continue

to ensure that what we are focusing on is skilling your

children up to be ready for the next stage of their

education- the year ahead. There is knowledge they

must be taught and we believe there are learning skills

which are equally important (independence/

creativity/ perseverance/teamwork/resilience). We

will make sure that the curriculum empowers and

supports all children to be the very best version of

themselves and we will expect the best of them at all

times. In doing this though, we will not be applying

pressure relating to ‘where they should be’. At home

we really hope you will support us in the positive use

of language - we will talk more about this so that we

can support each other in this quest.

Have a lovely weekend, may the sun shine and the Red

Nose Day fun continue. Take care,

PS - Don’t forget the census, warm regards, Natasha

Ttoffali

_________________________________

Wrap Around Care
We are pleased to say that our wrap

around care is open to all families. If

you would like to book a place for

your child then please do so via

Scopay. Please remember to book

your child’s place 24 hours in advance so that we are

able to staff the childcare appropriately.

_________________________________

https://www.newham.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid-19/covid-19-latest-news-statements/1
https://www.newham.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid-19/covid-19-latest-news-statements/1


✩✩✩✩ Stars of the Week✩✩✩✩
Early Years (Little Park & Reception)

Aryan (Mexia Class) for settling into Nursery with

confidence and enthusiasm!

Anya (Tenzing Class) for showing increasing confidence

when engaging during carpet sessions!

Mahira (Coleman Class) for being a persevering parrot

when having a go at mark making this week!

Alia (Jemison Class) for being a concentrating

crocodile with her writing this week and writing letters

to her friends during her free play.

Kiyan (MacArthur Class) for being a Go for it Gorilla

and remembering all  the sounds he had learned to

help him with his reading and writing. keep it up.

Elizabeth (Seacole Class) for being a special friend to

those who sometimes find it difficult to interact with

their peers. Thank you for being a Gentle Giraffe.

Key Stage 1 (Years 1 & 2)

Safwan (Aldrin Class) for being a Persevering Parrot, in

English this week you have worked hard to write about

life in space and you have thought carefully about how

to make your writing better.

Zakariya (Attenborough Class) for being a

concentrating crocodile during English this week. He

has shared amazing facts about space and is writing

about astronauts.

Agota (Marco Polo Class) for your ever growing

confidence in yourself, you displayed this when you

uploaded a video of your very funny joke!

Jeremiah (Einstein Class) for settling into Einstein class

so well. With your shining personality and resilience

you have had a brilliant first week and we are all so

happy to have you!

Sami (Marie Curie Class) for his dedication towards his

learning. Sami has thrown himself into the activities

head first this week! Well done you, Sami!

Aleena (Pasteur Class) for being brave and sharing

your ideas in our lessons. What a Go for it Gorilla you

are Aleena!

Lower Key Stage 2 (Years 3 & 4)

Ada (Da Vinci Class) for being a great role model in

class, always ready and eager to learn. Well done for

settling into school life so brilliantly!

Lubana (Galileo Class) for taking more control of her

independent learning, keep it up Lubana! Well done

Mizan (Edison Class) for being a role model in terms of

engaging with our class routines and asking for

support when he needs it. Well done Mizan.

Aarafin (Berners-Lee Class) for being a confident and

friendly learner and always willing to help his learning

partner.

Ronnie (Hawking Class) for showing a wonderful love

of learning; always wanting to challenge himself

further. His attitude since returning to school has been

an inspiration to others

Sumiyyah (Brunel Class) for always being so present in

her learning, Sumiyyah works so hard to ensure she is

always challenging herself. Well done Sumiyyah - your

hard work is not unnoticed!

Upper Key Stage 2 (Years 5 & 6)

Uzeil (Gandhi Class) for making a wonderful start to

your first week in Gandhi class. You have shown great

confidence and a willingness to participate and learn.

Keep it up!

Rasikh (Helen Keller Class) for actively participating in

maths lessons and confidently sharing his

understanding of percentages.

Sanika (Rosa Parks Class) for her hard work in English,

writing a suspense story that is full of tension and

excitement.

Eva (Mandela Class) for showing  determination to be

more vocal in lessons - answering questions and

building meaningfully on other people’s ideas.

Bogdan (Malala Class) for making an excellent effort to

improve the amount he is reading at home, and for

writing very detailed comments about what he is

reading.

Oscar (Pankhurst Class) for his dedicated and

thoughtful approach to his maths learning.

Congratulations to this week’s stars and thank you for

being so fabulous. We’re all really proud of you!

✩✩✩✩✩✩✩✩✩✩✩✩



_________________________________

Dates for the Diary
2020-2021 School Calendar

March

April

Thursday 1st - last day of the spring term

Friday 2nd - Friday 16th - Easter holidays

Monday 19th - First day back at school for the

summer term

_________________________________

Fruit for Playtime
We’d like to remind you that the

children are welcome to bring a piece of

fresh fruit/ vegetables as a snack for

playtime and they are encouraged to do

so, to help them to

reach their 5-a-day

and to help them to stave off any

mid-morning hunger pangs between

breakfast and lunch.

Please could we also remind you that the children

should only be bringing water to school (not flavoured

water).

_________________________________

Curriculum Area

Virtual Sharing Assemblies
We’d like to say a huge thank you to Year 5 for their

fantastic poems. Also another huge thankyou to all of

our joke tellers this week for putting a massive smile

on our faces.

Parents and carers, don’t forget that our assemblies

are being posted weekly so please do take a look at

them from the comfort of your own home on our Park

Primary Home Learning YouTube Channel.

_________________________________

Red Nose Day
We would like to say a huge

thank you to everybody that

wore something funny and

donated to Comic Relief. We

will announce our grand total

in next week’s newsletter.

____________________________________

Year 6 WW2 Topic
This week our Year 6 children headed over to West

Ham Park to learn all about what was happening in

Newham during World War Two. They also took a very

special member of their class with them.

____________________________________

Challenge Yourself
Each week in the newsletter you will be challenged to

find out some interesting facts to continue your

journey of self learning.

Last week’s answers:

1) No, you can’t lick your own elbow.

2) Great white sharks have up to 300 serrated,

triangular teeth arranged in several rows.

3) On Mars the sunset appears blue.

Your challenge this week is to find out:

1) How long is a day on Neptune?

2) What is the largest living animal in the World

and how big is it?

3) What are the only two sports that have been

played on the moon?

The answers will all be in next week's newsletter.

https://park.newham.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Term-Dates-2020-21-finalised.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZefET1YNxHOqC5PPjcT3-g
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZefET1YNxHOqC5PPjcT3-g


_________________________________

House Points
At Park we use a House Points system in which every

child belongs to one of the four houses: Birch, Maple,

Oak and Sycamore. House Points are awarded for

children who demonstrate the school values. 5 HPs are

awarded where significant examples of confidence,

creativity, care and aspiration are exemplified.

Below is the total of the House Points collected this

week.

Well done to Maple! You have the highest total this

week!

_________________________________

This week…
Thunks to get you Thinking!

KS1 Thunk

KS2 Thunk

Thought for the Week

_________________________________
Maths Challenge

Each week Ms Phelan will be setting a maths challenge

for KS1 and for KS2. Please post your answers on your

GoogleClassroom or email them to

info@park.newham.sch.uk with the subject FAO Ms

Phelan.

Last week's answers:

KS1
1) 8cm
2) 11 days
KS2
1) £5.75
2) 9 x 50ps and 18 x 10ps
KS1 Challenge

mailto:info@park.newham.sch.uk


KS2 Challenge

_________________________________

Current Affairs

Why do we need a census?

Sunday 21st March is census day in England, Wales

and Northern Ireland. The survey provides a glimpse

of life, which can be used by organisations to help

make sure they provide the right services for people.

The 2021 census in particular, will help us understand

how coronavirus has affected everything from our

health to our finances. Due to the pandemic, Scotland

have decided to hold their census next year.

Things to talk about at home...

● Can you find out who has completed the

census in your household? What kind of

questions did they need to answer?

● Can you remember the last time you (or your

family) completed a form for something else, it

could be to join a club or to order something?

What questions were asked?

British Values Link

_________________________________


