Ensuring every individual achieves their best through high expectations for all;
with a focus on confidence, creativity, care and aspiration.
24th September 2021

Need to Know
Mrs Ttoffali’s Weekly Update
Dear all,
It’s been a lovely week weather wise
and in school the sun has shone down
on our fun. I personally have been
interviewed by the ‘bloggers’ who are
starting our very own Park Blog which we hope you
will all enjoy listening to. I have also had the privilege
of meeting our 21-22 House Captains who will support
myself and the Leadership Team this year to ensure
that we are listening to our pupils’ voices and doing
our best for all at all times. Additionally we resumed
our Wellbeing Walks. Wellbeing Walks are the
opportunity for children from Years 1-6 to come to the
park, with myself and the dogs, to run around with
friends at lunchtime. The children do not have to
come and there is certainly no need to touch the dogs
(if they do not wish to) but it is a great opportunity to
simply ‘be’ for 25 minutes at lunchtime. If you do not
wish for your child to be involved, please do let the
class teacher know. All this and, on Monday, I have
the joy of dining with September’s Stars of the Week.
The children seem as excited as I am; I just hope the
experience for them lives up to the expectation!
We are also excited next week to be welcoming all of
our 21-22 Reception children in for full days from
Monday. Have a good rest Seacole, Jemison and
Macarthur classes; you have a big and exciting week
ahead.
I hope that your children come home to you daily and
share their stories of the day but, if they are anything
like my own children, it is highly likely that they say
very little at all. A handy hint to support a more
meaningful conversation is:

Instead of:

Try saying:

‘How was your day?’

‘Tell me two good things
about your day’

Please give this small substitution a go and you may
find that, instead of a ‘fine’/ ‘ok’ response, they
answer your question with some quality answers
which provide you with a genuine insight into their
time at school. Additionally, by focusing on the
positive aspects, your children’s wellbeing will be
supported.
Covid and visiting school for presentations/
assemblies
We genuinely cannot wait to welcome you back into
school life but we are equally appreciative of the need
to apply caution. Please may we respectfully request
that, if you are coming indoors and you will be in a
situation where you have to be closer than 2 metres
(eg an assembly), you wear a face covering. This is in
everybody’s interests and we would really appreciate
your cooperation and understanding.
School Improvement
This half term, we are busy evaluating our successes
and analysing our areas for development; we are
setting our targets for school improvement and I
thought I would take the opportunity to share a
couple of key ones with you; we aim to:
★ reinstate a curriculum which allows all to thrive
academically, emotionally, personally and
socially. (visits, visitors, clubs, swimming, chess,
enrichment opportunities, outdoor learning
opportunities, a focus on knowledge and skills,
pupil voice, enhancing vocabulary and
wellbeing, catch up programmes for children
who may have temporarily stepped off their
trajectory and genuinely ensuring our
curriculum is inclusive and aspirational for all

as well as being rich in opportunities for
children to learn how to keep themselves safe);
★ ensure our curriculum uses every opportunity
to challenge all children at their own level so
that everyone’s motivation and engagement
levels are high.
When the Governing Board have agreed our plans,
they will be on the website for anyone who’s
interested to have a little look.
Reception Starters 2022
If you love our school as much as we do and would
recommend it to friends, and if you know anyone who
has a child due to start Reception in Sept 2022, please
let them know we will be holding an Open Morning on
Friday 8th October at 9:30. Please ask them to call the
school office to book a place on the tour and Q and A
session which will be conducted by myself.
A reminder also that I am only a click away if you wish
to ask me anything or pose any thoughts; simply email
info@park.newham.sch.uk FAO Mrs Ttoffali and I will
aim to get back to you asap.
My very best wishes for a happy and safe weekend,
warmest regards, Natasha Ttoffali

________________________________
Safe Collection of Children
As part of our safeguarding policy, we need to ensure
that children are only collected at the end of the
school day by an adult that the parent or carer of the
child has agreed with the school can collect them.
Therefore, we are asking that all parents and carers
complete this form stating the people that can collect
your child at the end of the day. Please note that
anyone collecting a child must be over the age of 14.
If there are any changes to what you have submitted
on this form or there is an occasion where you need
someone other than the people that you state below
to collect your child then please contact the school
office to let us know.

________________________________
Allergies
We ask that all parents and carers ensure that all
information regarding any allergies that your child may
have are shared with the school so that we can take
the appropriate action to support your child.

________________________________
Wrap Around Care
We are pleased to say that our wrap
around care is open to all families. If
you would like to book a place for
your child then please do so via
Scopay. Please remember to book
your child’s place 24 hours in advance so that we are
able to staff the childcare appropriately.

_________________________________
Dates for the Diary
2021-2022 Term dates
Monday 27th September at 2.15pm EYFS Parent/carer Workshop
Thursday 30th September at 2.30pm - KS1
Parent/Carer Workshop

_________________________________
Sharing Assemblies
Please see the dates and classes for Sharing
assemblies this half term. If you can make it, please do
join us (KS1, you will need to drop off your child and
then enter through the main office so we have a
record of who is coming in.).
Date

KS1 - 9.05am

KS2 - 2.20pm

Friday 1st October

Rosa Parks

Friday 8th October

Brunel

Friday 15th
October

Marie Curie

Da Vinci

Friday 22nd
October

Marco Polo

Malala

_________________________________
Park’s Food Bank
We are delighted to inform you that we have now
established a food bank for our families at Park. It has
been a challenging year for many.
If you would like to access our food bank, please come
to the school entrance on a Friday between 1.45 to
2.45pm. Please bring your own bag.

_________________________________
Threadworm
A parent has informed us that their child has had
threadworm. This is treatable but is also contagious.
Please click here to access the page on Threadworm.
As this advice tells us, simple hygiene steps are
needed to keep this at bay and it is not a reason for
pupils to stay off school. Threadworms are common in
children
Threadworms are a very common problem,
particularly in children. It is estimated that half of all
children below the age of 10 years get threadworm at
some time, but not all will have the ‘itching’ symptoms
What are threadworms?
Threadworms live in the bowel and around the
bottom. They are tiny white worms about half an inch
long that look like threads of cotton.
Are threadworms harmful?
Threadworms are generally harmless. They can cause
irritation around the bottom, which can be distressing.
Threadworms are easily treated.
What are the signs of threadworms?
The most common sign is scratching around the
bottom, particularly at night. This may be associated
with disturbed sleep and irritability. The threadworms
may be seen in the stools and around the bottom.
Some children show no symptoms at all.
How do you get threadworms?
Threadworm eggs may be found in house dust, they
stick to clothing, carpets, towels and bed linen; they
can also be picked up in garden soil, on unwashed
vegetables and salads or from contact with someone
who already has worms. Because the eggs are small
and so widespread it is easy for them to be swallowed.
When swallowed the eggs pass into the bowel where
they hatch into worms. The female threadworm lays
her eggs at night around the bottom which causes the
itching. Bottom scratching means eggs stick under the
fingernails which can then be transferred to the mouth

by nail biting. Eggs can be spread to other members of
the family by direct contact or via food, towels and
bed linen.
What should I do if I suspect threadworms?
There is no reason to keep a child off school or nursery
as long as the child is treated and the general hygiene
measures outlined below are followed. Effective
treatment is available from the pharmacist. It is
important to treat the whole family if one person
develops symptoms.
How can I prevent threadworm?
● Keep childrens nails short
● Remind children not to bite nails or suck
fingers
● Ensure your child wears pyjamas or underpants
in bed to prevent scratching
● Bathe daily, preferably in the morning, washing
thoroughly around the bottom, and keep
separate towels for each family member.
● Change clothes and bed linen regularly
● Make sure everyone in the family is treated at
the same time
● Wash hands after each visit to the toilet,
before eating and before handling food
● Clean the toilet seat, toilet handle and door
handle regularly
● Vacuum and dust bedrooms thoroughly
Remember threadworms are very common and easily
treated. If you would like any further information,
please speak to your pharmacist.

_________________________________
Wellie Request
A message from Mr
Fisher:
Hi everyone,
As many of you are
probably already aware,
Forest School and outdoor
learning opportunities are
becoming a regular feature
of our timetable here at Park. These sessions are
beneficial in so many ways such as; learning new skills,
problem solving, building resilience and appreciating
the environment. As the winter months start to
approach, it is really important that children are
wearing the correct clothing for the sessions. The

simple rule is: the more layers they wear, the warmer
they will be. We are putting a shout out to the
community, to ask if your child has any wellies that no
longer fit them. If so instead of throwing these in the
bin please could you donate them to Park. There will
be a bag/box on the front gate for the next two weeks
(Tuesday 21st Sept - Tuesday 5th October). We would
like all sizes from Nursery through to Year 6. This will
allow those who do not have the correct footwear to
attend the sessions, when it is very wet or muddy.
Summary:
Please donate any wellies that you have grown out
of. Hand them into the box/bag at the front gate at
home time each day.

_________________________________
Curriculum Area
House Points

_________________________________
This week…
Thunks to get you Thinking!
KS1 Thunk

KS2 Thunk

At Park we use a House Points system in which every
child belongs to one of the four houses: Birch, Maple,
Oak and Sycamore. House Points are awarded for
children who demonstrate the school values. 5 HPs are
awarded where significant examples of confidence,
creativity, care and aspiration are exemplified.
Below is the total of the House Points collected this
week.
Well done to Birch! You have the highest totals this
week!
Thought for the Week

_________________________________
Current Affairs

Should disposable face masks be banned?
It is estimated that people in Britain are sending over
1.6 billion non-biodegradable face masks to landfill
every single month, according to research conducted
by shopping comparison site, finder.com. To reduce
this, a new scheme has been introduced in Brighton
and Hove to recycle face masks and other personal
protective equipment (PPE). Special bins have been
installed to reduce the amount of PPE litter, which is
used to make more bins and other plastic items.
Things to talk about at home...
● Which face masks have you seen people using?
● Would you know where to recycle disposable
face masks? Is there anywhere in your local
area?
● Overall, do you think cloth masks or disposable
(if recycled) masks are better to use?
British Values Link

