Ensuring every individual achieves their best through high expectations for all;
with a focus on confidence, creativity, care and aspiration.
13th September 2021

Need to Know
Mrs Ttoffali’s Weekly Update

environment and with their peers. We will assume the
regular curriculum from Monday.

Dear all, Welcome to the start of the
21-22 academic year, may it be filled
with lovely learning, lots of togetherness
and fun. We made it through the last 19
months and we are genuinely stronger
because of it. Onwards and upwards this year,
‘We’ve got this!’

Covid Update
As you will have read, your child now only needs to
isolate if they have symptoms of Covid 19 or if they
have tested positive. Please read the Gov.UK advice in
this link

An extra large welcome is given to all those children,
families and staff who are new to Park. We are very
glad that you have chosen Park as part of your
learning career and we will do our very best to make it
the best experience ever.
This week we have invested time in building
relationships in our new classes with the Park belief
that a person who feels happy and safe will be in a
very good place to learn. As such we have visited the
Park on numerous occasions and have spent time
finding out about what our likes and dislikes are. We
have also been finding out about how we are all so
special in different ways. We feel that a confident child
is an empowered child and one of our aims is to
ensure that all voices are heard. Children will be much
happier to speak out if they feel comfortable in their

We will send your child home if they appear to have
symptoms but ‘bubbles’ are no more. In order to keep
our school running effectively, we are still trying to
minimise indoor contacts wherever possible. We
kindly request that any communication which can be
carried out via email or by telephone continues to do
so. We have learned ways of minimising virus spread
in general now and we think it’s a good idea to keep
some of those practices.
Starting times next week:
In Years 1 - 6 we hope you have enjoyed meeting the
staff this week. As of Monday, the children will come
straight into school for a soft start to the day. Learning
will be organised for 8:45 to 9:00 so please ensure that
your child arrives promptly. Your child will be
registered as late if they arrive after 9 am.

All
child
ren
in
years
1 -6

Soft Start

Day End

8:45-9:00 - children walk
into school and head
straight to class

3:15 - children will be
brought by the teacher and
handed over, please ensure
that you do not take your
child without the teacher’s
acknowledgement.
Thank you.

The front gate will be
closed at 9:00

Last week’s letter for Early Years (Little Park and all
Reception Classes)
Term dates

Please may I draw your attention to the 21-22 Term
Dates on the website. There is a slight change to the
last day of term due to an extra Bank Holiday being
granted in the half term. The last day of the Summer
Term 2022 is now Wednesday 20th July.
Gates - for Y1-Y6 Mathews Park Ave and Ham Park
Road.
We operate a one way system at Park for arrival and
exit onto the main entrance to the school site. This is
in the interests of safety and calm. Between 8:45 and
9:00 the main entrance on Mathews Park Avenue is
only to be used as an entrance and the Main Gate on
Ham Park Road is the exit, this is the same at the end
of the day between 3:10-3:30. We appreciate that
there may be some people who need to go to the
office but it would really help everybody if all could be
appreciative of the rule. This morning we had an
incident where someone was injured due to people
not taking due care. We have assessed the situation at
length and the best and safest system is a one way
system. In order to ease some of the current 8:45
congestion, we will open the school gates on Mathews
Park Avenue at 8:35 and you will be able to access the
playground with your children. The gate will be
supervised but the playground will not. Please ensure
you are supervising your children at all times between
8:35 and 8:45 (balls will not be permitted in the
playground at this time). At 8:45 the doors into the
school will open and the children will be allowed to
trickle into their classrooms.
In order to adhere to this effectively, it really helps if,
on pick up, parents/ carers can pick up the scooter/
bike as they come through the entrance and give it to
their child. If children have to come back to collect it
causes congestion and unnecessary stress.
Alternatively, please consider exiting the site onto
Ham Park Road and coming back to the main entrance
on Mathews Park Avenue. We acknowledge this takes
time but it really is a much better way than us trying to
manage two way human traffic of hundreds of people
through a very small gate. Your cooperation is very
much appreciated. We are assessing how we can store
the bikes/ scooters more effectively and when we
have a plan we will share it.

Wraparound Care vs After School Clubs: apologies for
any confusion caused. Our after school club letter will
be with you next week and after school clubs will start
in w.c. 27/9. The club that is mentioned on the
whiteboard at the gate, refers to our Wraparound Care
which is a daily breakfast and after school club which
has to be paid for.
May I please end with a huge thank you for the
overwhelming support you have shown to me
regarding my mother passing away. Your words of
comfort and your care towards me have been heartfelt
and unbelievably kind. Thank you for asking, I am
genuinely fine; maybe I feel a little lost, but I am
genuinely fine. Thanks again.
Natasha Ttoffali

_________________________________
Wrap Around Care
We are pleased to say that our wrap
around care is open to all families. If
you would like to book a place for
your child then please do so via
Scopay. Please remember to book
your child’s place 24 hours in advance so that we are
able to staff the childcare appropriately.

_________________________________
Park’s Food Bank
We are delighted to inform you that we have now
established a food bank for our families at Park. It has
been a challenging year for many.
If you would like to access our food bank, please come
to the school entrance on a Friday between 1.45 to
2.45pm. Please bring your own bag.

_________________________________
Dates for the Diary
2021-2022 Term dates
Wednesday 15th Sept - Y5 team
building day Lambourne End
Wednesday 15th Sept - Y6 swimming lessons begin
Tuesday 21st september - Year 6 parent meeting
2.15-3pm

_________________________________

Birthdays
We kindly ask that parents and carers do not send in
treats for their child’s birthday. We understand that
some parents and carers like to do this however we
have made this decision for several reasons. Firstly, we
are a Healthy School and therefore we cannot be
handing out unhealthy treats to the children.
Secondly, parents and carers would not be aware of all
of the allergies and intolerances in their child’s class
and therefore what has been brought in may not be
able to be shared with all. Finally, and most
importantly, we really strive to create a sense of
fairness and if some children are able to bring in
birthday treats and other children are not then this
can create a feeling of unfairness among the children.
In each class, their teacher will mark a child’s birthday
in their chosen class way so that every child is treated
equally. We would like to thank you in advance for
your understanding in this matter.

_________________________________
Curriculum Area
House Points
At Park we use a House Points system in which every
child belongs to one of the four houses: Birch, Maple,
Oak and Sycamore. House Points are awarded for
children who demonstrate the school values. 5 HPs are
awarded where significant examples of confidence,
creativity, care and aspiration are exemplified.
Below is the total of the House Points collected this
week.
Well done to Birch! You have the highest total this
week!

Thought for the Week

_________________________________
Music of the Week

_________________________________
Current Affairs

_________________________________
This week…
Thunks to get you Thinking!
KS1 and KS2 Thunk

How would you feel if you were forced to leave your
home?
The people in Afghanistan are now under Taliban
leadership following the collapse of the country's
government, the UK has introduced a new
resettlement scheme for Afghan refugees, aimed at
helping those most in need. The new scheme is
offering up to 20,000 Afghans a route to set up
home in the UK over the next few years.
Things to talk about at home...
● How do you think the families who are fleeing
Afghanistan must be feeling?
● How do you think people in the UK and other
countries can help any refugees that arrive?
● Talk about what the refugee families might
need, e.g., clothing, blankets, food and drink
etc.
Special Picture News

18-year-old British teenager Emma Raducanu has
made history by winning the US Open tennis
tournament beating fellow teenager Leylah Fernandez
in straight sets in an exciting and tense final in New
York. Emma is the youngest Britain to ever win a Grand
Slam tennis tournament and has also become the first
British woman to become a singles champion for 44
years!
Things to talk about at home...
● Why is this such an important achievement?
● How do you think Emma was able to achieve
her goal?
● Talk about your goals and what you might have
to do in order to achieve them.

British Values Link

